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HOUSE BI LL 2824

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Jarrett, Linville, Arnstrong, Meller, dibborn,
Shabr o, Edwards, Ronero, Schindler, Kenney, Upthegrove and Wods

Read first time 01/21/2004. Referred to Committee on Fisheries,
Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to establishing permt processing tinelines and
reporting requirenments for state agencies; and adding a new chapter to
Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the tinely
i ssuance of project permt decisions by the departnent of ecol ogy and
the departnent of fish and wildlife serves the public interest. \When
these decisions, that are often responses to environnmental permt
applications, are issued according to specific and established tinme
periods and w thout unnecessary or inappropriate delays, the public
enjoys greater efficiency, consistency, and predictability in the
permtting process.

The legislature also finds that full access to rel evant performance
data produced annually by the departnent of ecol ogy and the depart nent
of fish and wldlife for each type of permt application affords
el ected officials, project proponents, and the general public the
opportunity to review and conpare the permt application and processing
performance of agencies. Furthernore, the legislature finds that the
review and conparison of this data, and the requirenent to provide
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convenient and direct internet access to germane and consistent
reports, wi || likely foster i nproved nmethods for processing
applications, and issuing project permt decisions in a tinmely manner.
The legislature, therefore, intends to establish requirenents for
the departnent of ecology and the departnment of fish and wldlife to
produce and provi de access to annual permtting performance reports.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Devel opnent regul ati ons adopted by the
departnent of ecology and the departnent of fish and wildlife nust
establish and inplenent tinme periods for agency actions for each type
of project permt application and provide tinely and predictable
procedures to determ ne whether a conpleted project permt application
nmeets the requirenments of those devel opnent regul ations. The tinme
periods for agency actions for each type of conplete project permt
application or project type should not exceed one hundred twenty days,
unl ess the agency makes witten findings that a specified anount of
additional tine is needed to process specific conplete project permt
applications or project types.

The devel opnent regulations nust, for each type of permt
application, specify the contents of a conpleted project permt
application necessary for the conplete conpliance with the tine periods
and procedures.

(2)(a) The departnment of ecology and the departnment of fish and
wildlife nust, for each type of permt application, identify the tota
nunber of project permt applications for which decisions are issued
according to the provisions of this section. For each type of project
permt application identified, these agencies nust establish and
i npl enent a deadline for issuing a notice of final decision as required
by subsection (1) of this section and mninmm requirenents for
applications to be deened conplete as required by subsection (1) of
this section.

(b) The departnment of ecology and the departnent of fish and
wildlife nust prepare annual performance reports that include, at a
mnimum the followng information for each type of project permt
application identified in accordance with the requirenents of (a) of
this subsection

(i) Total nunber of conplete applications received during the year;
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(i1) Nunmber of conplete applications received during the year for
which a notice of final decision was issued before the deadline
est abl i shed under this subsection;

(i11) Number of applications received during the year for which a
notice of final decision was issued after the deadline established
under this subsection;

(iv) Nunmber of applications received during the year for which an
extension of tinme was nutually agreed upon by the applicant and the
agency;

(v) Variance of actual performance, excluding applications for
which nmutually agreed tinme extensions have occurred, to the deadline
est abl i shed under this subsection during the year; and

(vi) The mean processing tinme and the nunber standard deviation
fromthe nean.

(c) State agencies subject to the requirenents of this subsection
nmust :

(1) Provide notice of and access to the annual perfornmance reports
t hrough the agency's web site; and

(i1) Post electronic facsimles of the annual performance reports
through the agency's web site. Postings on an agency's web site
indicating that the reports are avail able by contacting the appropriate
agency, departnent, or official do not conply with the requirenments of
t hi s subsecti on.

I f an agency subject to the requirenents of this subsection does
not maintain a web site, notice of the reports nust be given by
reasonabl e net hods.

(3) Nothing in this section prohibits an agency from extending a
deadline for issuing a decision for a specific project permt
application for any reasonable period of time nutually agreed upon by
t he applicant and the agency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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